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PANUI   - MAORI YOUTH DRAMA WANANGA  12-15 July, Te Whaiti

Mark in your calendars now and suggest your whanau grab this opportunity.
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Many remember Albert Belz who lived in Minginui for five years when his father was headmaster at the school.    Well, he has gone on to be an actor then play / script writer and more.  He is now “Writer in Residence” at Waikato University.
One of Albert’s most loved plays is called Awhi Tapu.  This is set in Minginui and about some interesting local characters going on a trek up to the source of the Whirinaki to find themselves and what was important to them - their whanau.  A van load traveled up to Auckland to tautoko Albert and the actors at its premier performance  in 2003 -  their numbers were small but the large theatre shook with our haka! 
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Albert has kindly offered to bring his kete back to share some of what he has learnt with our community.  With friends he will run a drama skills workshop for our tamariki and rangatahi. 
On the Wednesday night there will probably be a joint public performance with our ranqatahi at 7.00pm that may be inspired in part by Awhi Tapu.
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Don’t think of this as being a just some boring play or whatever.   Albert will bring with him two other actors probably Scott Cotter and Tainui Tukiwaho, both of whom are fluent in Te Reo.  They are very experienced young performers in drama, film, television (including Shortland Street), kapahaka, rap, break dance, kick boxing, stunt fighting, circus, singing and more.   They enjoy working creatively with young people, so you can be sure they will want to have fun and do something [image: image8.jpg]


outside the square. 

It is possible that Jenni Heka the Maori and Pacific Islands Playwright Development Coordinator for Playmarket will also join them. They will be assisted by Lisa Bates a past producer of Shortland Street and now the Development Manager for Q Theatre, a new performing arts centre being built in Auckland that focuses on giving opportunities to upcoming youth.
This event is open to all and connects all community orqanisations and whanau.   In the meantime contact Karrie at Minginui Whanau Support   366 3040 asap to get your whanau members (of all ages and wherever they live) on the list for this amazing holiday time opportunity.  Who knows where this will lead.
More details from the top line of webpage  www.kaitiakitanga.net 

This Community driven event is based at The Te Whaiti Kura where our Tutors will be accommodated.  It will start with a powhiri on the Marae at 1.30 pm on Monday 12th   followed by an informal walk with the tamariki in Minginui and the Forest.   The Tues and Wed workshops at the Kura go from 9 -to 5 (incl lunch), a public performance is proposed for the Wed evening 7-9.   They will leave for home late morning on Thursday.
We need local people to step up and help manaaki our manuhiri please, giving them, our tamariki and all an experience that will be never forgotten.  
