Opportunities for Rural / Enterprise Development in a time of uncertainty

This submission follows a suggestion given to Michael Barnett (Auckland Chamber) William Ulugia / Isabel Evans / Amanda Eves (WINZ-Social Development)  at the North Shore “Recession Proofing Your Business” Summit to forward to government  entitled   “Clean Water the gold of the future - an investment with multiple future benefits far beyond roading and cycleway infrastructure projects even”
1. Current government initiatives to keep people in positive work through this time of recession are applauded, but to date they are largely limited to people living in cities who lose their jobs as industry activity there declines.
2. Maori 11.9% (and youth under 20, 19.6%) are already bearing the brunt of the net 5% unemployment  (May 09 trend).  Those that retain ties may seek to return to their traditional rural homeland where they can be more resilient, finding self sufficiency and mutual support amongst their whanau. (Probably overcrowded)
3. The effect of current government policies re “no-go” areas and the payment of unemployment discriminates against those in traditional rural communities.  

4. Young people in particular are being forced to move without whanau support to the cities resulting in what is a sinister “stolen generation” outcome that is undermining succession planning and long term leadership growth in communities at the roots of Maoridom, compromising their creative potential, values, culture and assets.
5. To survive young people must be innovative; often being tempted to seek other sources of income, food supply, entertainment and association, many of which are deemed by society to be illegal.  This results in a massively disproportionate level of Maori cost in social support, police, courts and corrections agencies.
6. There are many  Maori led groups arising in rural areas who want to take back their kaitiakitanga responsibilities with projects like native forest restoration, erosion control, waterway cleanup and planting, toxin bioremediation, species protection, low cost housing, marae, language, culture and community rejuvenation, education,  agriculture, horticulture, cultural tourism, enterprise development ,,,,,..     

7. Under the umbrella of  such positive projects, young people, who are otherwise at risk, can work full time alongside proactive elder people to open new opportunities for multidimensional growth; individually, communally, environmentally and economically.  For  some examples refer to www.kaitiakitanga.net/    
8. Most Maori communities have little access to the financial resources they need to even start, let alone finance, such initiatives, particularly on multiple owned land. Worse still, even people working enthusiastically all day on those that do, have their “unemployment” benefits stopped.  Rather it would be prudent for WINZ to consider these people as being on a “growing self sufficiency” benefit.  The community based organisations concerned should be celebrated and supported as proactive youth growth pathways; spared from jumping through bureaucratic conditions and hoops that favour mainstream city institutions. (gravy trains)
9. The short and long term outcomes for the nation would be revolutionary as youth grow the confidence to search out new opportunities for themselves, at the same time ensuring a rich community, environment and local economy for all to enjoy.
10. These issues are not confined to Maori, but that is where most taxpayer money is now wasted on ineffective systems that undermine our youth potential and spirit.
                This page echoes many long expressed rural community concerns
Kaitiakitanga Network www.kaitiakitanga.net  dated 13 May 2009
