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Kia ora  e hoa, 

 I am William Stensness, 29th generation grandson of Kupe, first explorer to set foot on Aotearoa.  My blood line is one that comes through my mother from the Whanau Hapu Te Hikutu that founded Whirinaki in the Hokianga. As the Whenua I occupy is Whenua that has never been out of our Whanau this tells me I am blood Mauri to the Whenua. This blood was recognized by Judge Andrew Spencer of the Maori Land Court when he signed my mothers and uncles shares of that Whenua over to me.
Sir, I am seeking your advice on how an issue I have been researching has brought me to a situation where I have found the settler government are at this stage prepared to let untruths be told on how our Whenua is in a clean green state when they know otherwise. This I know through research and personal observation. 
In 2003 my son and I set up a kayaking tour business using our apparently clean and green natural resources to provide for our family, in an area with few job opportunities. We quickly found that our river and harbour were grossly polluted with dead cows, farming refuse, domestic refuse, human sewage, and a high faecal coliform count from this sewage and from cattle and possums in the local waterways. The state of these waterways was not conducive to operating a kayaking tour so we personally took on the responsibility of cleaning up the area. When it came to removing dead cows however, we did not have the resources to move them so as they were an environmental hazard to health and the waterway, I phoned the council’s Environmental Hotline to report the matter, and ask for help in removing them. At this stage in my life, after being raised in the world of the settlers, I thought that this was a reasonable request to ask of the council who advocate their responsibilities to look after the land, air and water within their area. After consultation within the council departments, they refused to help remove the cows and we were severely disappointed and amazed that such a request could be refused as the removal of the dead animals from the water was of benefit to all in the locality.
Due to these events, I became an ‘environmentalist’ and also learned that within my own Mauri culture this responsibility to my environment was a basic way of life embodied in the term ‘kaitiakitanga’. I heard about the Whaingaroa Harbour Care Collective Inc. (WHCC) and invited Fred Litchwark from this organization to Whirinaki to tell us about the great success they had in improving their waterways, land and harbour with fencing, planting and education programs. 150 people turned up for the meeting, and they found it very interesting. The WHCC success is evident for all to see and is therefore a proven method of restoration of benefit to councils and local inhabitants, including cattle farmers. We then set up our own harbour care organisation – Hokianga Harbour Care Collective Inc. (HHCC) which has endeavoured to follow in the same foot steps as Whaingaroa HCC with the aim of improving the water quality of the Hokianga Harbour. I was also given a vision by my tupuna where I was fishing on a clean rock at the edge of our clean harbour with my mokopuna, and it is this vision that constantly keeps me focused on this goal.
The harbour cares main methods of achieving improvements are in fencing and planting riparian margins so to this end our first work was to set up a propagating area, shade house and standing out area; a native tree nursery. This was achieved with funding from Whaingaroa HCC and plants were produced and planted out. To date we have lost track of the many thousands of plants we as volunteers have raised and planted around the Hokianga Harbour and its waterways. In our early years we applied for funding to help buy shade cloth, planting bags, tools and potting mix. We had professional help from an ex personal assistant to the Canadian prime minister to fill out forms and apply for funding for our Aroha Whenua 3 year project, but for 3 years running we were not successful, for a variety of excuses in the latter 2 years when it was found that we were more than capable of producing the necessary paperwork! Various other funding applications were applied for unsuccessfully but the tree nursery continued on despite a lack of resources. My family sometimes went without lots of things so that we could personally buy potting mix and planter bags to continue on. During these years I was also gaining more understanding of my Mauri culture which I had been denied during my years away from home and developed an understanding of He Whakaputanga document and Te Tiriti o Waitangi and hence the Whakameninga o Ngapuhi nui Tonu. By studying these documents and talking and learning with my elders I came to realise that I could and should be a sovereign Mauri. This did not automatically mean that I disregarded every law of the land (set in place by settlers) but I am now a criminal in the settlers eyes, the story of which I will tell next......
At one of many Hui on water quality in our area a Northland Health Disease Protection Officer told us that if there was a crack in a septic tank so that it leaked untreated sewage into the surrounding ground, and a member of the family had a disease, the rest of the family were highly likely to catch that disease. I stood up and asked if everyone had heard that statement. I reminded everyone that Rawene Hospital’s sewage flowed in to the nearby treatment plant. This treatment plant consists of oxidation ponds, a wetland and a drain into the harbour not many metres away. The oxidation ponds do not operate properly and the wetland has not been maintained for many years and consequently does not operate properly either. This results in partially treated sewage flowing directly into the harbour, with a substantial part of that sewage coming from the hospital which has an accumulation of sick people by definition! I said that I expected everybody to do their duty and turn up with me to block this dangerous sewage outlet that is a health hazard. I and a few others turned up and the sewage outlet was blocked. I saw this as a public duty and a personal duty under kaitiakitanga to prevent pollution of the harbour and a continuing health hazard. I was prosecuted for wilful damage to council property and am proud of the fact that I acted to uphold various sections of the settlers own law; the Resource Management Act regarding polluting waterways, and my responsibilities as kaitiaki. These actions are particularly important as local government seems incapable of upholding their own laws in respect of pollution. In fact in another hui I stood up and held up a copy of the RMA and asked Don Brash if it was law. He replied that it most certainly was. I then asked him why council was allowed to continually break the laws within it, and Mr Brash had no answer.
On another occasion we took the regional council’s head monitoring manager Tony Phipps on a kayak tour along the Whirinaki River. My son and I were well aware of the pollution problems along the river and thought a first hand look by Tony may help. We have white kayaks and at a certain point along the river, the bottoms of our kayaks go green. Tony picks up on this event and I tell him not to worry about it, that it would pass. Tony was determined to find the source (that after all was his job) and he finds a drain in the under-growth which discharges effluent from the dairy farm above. Back at home while enjoying a cup of tea the local police officer Geoff Cramp turns up to serve me a trespass notice off my tupuna whenua, following a tree planting project of over 2500 trees. He sits down for a cup of tea as well, and I introduce him to Tony. The following conversation went along these lines:

Geoff this is Tony Phipps, head monitoring manager for Northland Regional Council.
Tony this is Geoff Cramp local police officer at Rawene Police Station.

Tony, ask Geoff to arrest that farmer under the RMA for pollution of a water-way.

Geoff and Tony are both stunned and splutter that it ‘Doesn’t work like that’. Why does it not!!!! A few weeks later at another hui I sit down opposite a council worker with a file of papers. As he sits down a piece of paper floats out of his file and lands face down in front of me. I said that it must be for me and turn it over to reveal that the council have given this farmer a discharge consent to continue letting dairy effluent go into the river for 5 years, in an unfit state – eventual result – no action and continuing pollution. This still happens 14 years after the RMA law was made to stop this, and in 1993 the government department MAF commissioned a report that urgent action was needed to clean up our environment.
Recently, to enable the Hokianga HCC to have another ‘yard-stick’ to monitor the state of the harbour with, we enquired as to whether there was any pollution monitoring of the waters within the harbour. We had a very frank reply from Mark Stroud of Northland Health which stated that there was no monitoring of the water for faecal coliforms or other measures, because the Ministry of Health would not give them any funding because there were no commercial enterprises (shellfish farms etc) in the harbour. This was an amazing revelation if you think about it. Does the government value the local people so little, those who rely on gathering kai moana from the Hokianga? This harbour is an important food source here, and people do get sick from eating from it, or get sores from the polluted water.

These events brought me to the stage that I realised that the settler government was not going to help achieve the goal of a healthier harbour. Funding was not forth-coming, local and central government could not uphold their own environmental laws and individuals who acted to uphold these laws were prosecuted. 

My job at the time was as a long-haul truck driver and we always had health & safety seminars to go to. It was drilled into us that the most important thing to allay fatigue was to drink plenty of water. One day while opening my truck door, lots of water bottles fell out at me and I realised that I should bottle water as a sustainable income for my family to stay at home and work in the tree nursery and plant up waterways, and more importantly as an income for the HHCC to buy potting mix etc. In 2004/5 when I realised the importance of our waterways, I sent you a letter claiming the waters of Te Hikutu for all the whanau here and for all the whanau who do not understand its importance yet. This should be lodged with you in Government House. We started to bottle water and on every bottle of water that is sold, money goes into an environmental fund for this purpose. It is envisaged that in the future, this fund would be large enough to start off other native tree nurseries within the many hapu around the harbour, so that their waterways were also clean. In this way, the water quality of the harbour would increase, and the kai moana would be safer to eat. With further success we may even be able to help with environmental issues nationally. My wife (who also happens to be a Biomedical Scientist and has a Diploma in Pollution Control) and I, invested tens of thousands of dollars to build a bottling plant and develop bottling procedures along the lines of the Australian Bottled Water Institute. We as sovereign Mauri, wishing to stand apart from the settler system, and fund our harbour care work independently, and sustainably, do not have and do not intend to gain certificates from the settler government system to operate this plant. The bottled water is tested regularly, and is safe to drink, as we ourselves do not intend to be a danger to our consumers. Can you understand that just because we choose to operate under the Mauri system instead of the settler system we are no less responsible and do not operate in a ‘shoddy’ or dangerous fashion, as we have found that the settler government does. To operate under the Mauri system is a right stated in He Whakaputanga document and signed to by Mauri chiefs and the Crown in Te Tiriti o Waitangi. The settler government has forgotten its place in Aotearoa, and is indeed not even the partner of the Mauri, which is the Crown and yourself as the Crown’s representative. We are now dealing with the settler system’s Food Standards Authority on this matter, as they intend to close down our operation without any intention of looking at the reason for, or operational procedures within the plant. Our local health authority is happy with our procedures. This operation has the ability to provide employment in the area for our young people, who currently are sustained by WINZ of the settler system, a system which when questioned, has no outcome for our younger generation.
I have so far related to you some of the last 7 years of my and my whanau’s life and work for our harbour. All of the events and many more have been carefully documented and are recorded as audio, visual or written records. As well as our work on environmental issues we have also come across evidence of other government departments dealing in the social welfare of Mauri, that act in a less than satisfactory manner. We have also along the way, found our rights under the aforementioned documents and choose to be sovereign Mauri. Where the settler system has failed us we choose to stand apart from the settlers and fund ourselves, also by the way, lessening the burden on the settler system. We have found that during our work of the last seven years, the settler system has again and again demonstrated that it has no honourability.
For instance: as an organic homestead we take in WOOFERs (workers for organic farms) from around the world. We talk with them and learn that world-wide our country is still advertised as a clean and green place. We know that this is not so, the settler government know that this is not so, and our visitors when they get here find that this is not so. In good conscience I can no longer be associated with a settler government that continues to tell lies about the state of this nation’s environment.

I have met the World Elders and talked at Boulder University in Colorado, U.S.A. During this time I met many indigenous peoples and learned of their cultures. I found that native peoples across the world are all environmentalists because the simple and undeniable truth is that if you don’t look after your environment (the land, the water, the air); it will not look after you. Across the world, settlers have imposed their ways on those of the natives, seeking to ‘give the poor natives a better life’. The actions of greedy settler systems have abused the environment making it much harder for natives to live with their lands, and making those natives more reliant on the imposed settler system (supermarkets instead of gardens for instance). My good friend the President of the Haida Nation in Canada has used the Treaty of Waitangi to bring a law suite against their settler system, of no honourability. The Haida won, and it was appealed by the settler government, and the Haida won again. Recompense has been paid to the Haida Nation, which has set up the people of that nation independently of the settler system. The president asks me........”What are you doing? We have used your treaty and won, and it is not even our treaty.” My work over the last 7 years has demonstrated that the settler system here has no honourability, and I am in talks with the Canadian solicitors who won the case for the Haida.
I can whakapapa back 29 generations to when Mauri first arrived in New Zealand, which at an average generational age of 25 years, gives us around 725 years of history. When Kupe arrived here he claimed all of Aotearoa for his mokos as the land was clean and green, and a good place to settle. 555 years later in the 1830s settlers plucked turkey tail feathers and turned them into quills and wrote that the dawn chorus was deafening and that they were pleased to live in this clean and green land. 170 years later in the 21st century the new settlers email home that cows defecate in the water, animal and plant pests run riot, partially treated and raw sewage is allowed to go into rivers and harbours, waterways are polluted and harbours are unsafe to eat out of. Please let me know who you think are the better kaitiaki of Aotearoa?
In conclusion, I have summarised some of my 7 year journey to this point in an effort not so much for help with my personal efforts at independence, but to bring to your attention the fact that the Crown’s partner in the Treaty of Waitangi, the Mauri of Aotearoa feel that there is no longer, or has there been for a long time, an equal, 50 /50 partnership with the Crown. Some Mauri struggle to find that equality and are continually beaten down by the might of the settler system. A might which it has no jurisdiction to use according to He Whakaputanga document and Te Tiriti o Waitangi. I enclose our translation of He Whakaputanga document for your perusal, due to the fact that it was written in Te Reo Mauri, by Mauri.

Through my work I have come to realise that Mauri could service 51% of the settler government’s overseas debt, because we have the natural resources rather than the settler government, and can make them sustainable.

I implore you as our partners representative in Aotearoa to consider the current state of this partnership, and the resulting implications, in an effort to progress into the future in a good humoured and neighbourly fashion for the benefit of sovereign Mauri and settlers alike.
A sovereign partner of the Crown,

William (Wiremu) Stensness
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