Tipu Ake -A History of Life in Te Whaiti / Whirinaki

http://www.kaitiakitanga.net/projects/1-4-0%20drama%20production.htm 

Project (A positive drama / show sequel to the play Awhi Tapu)
Theme ideas for a possible Te Whaiti Nui-a-Toi kura / youth  production  that would portray their local history and the lessons that come from it.   The idea for this started after the whole school drama production  that the children of Te Whaiti Kura wrote and produced in 2003  “The Abandoned Child”

Please not that these are just FIRST CUT  ideas that include a little artistic  and much of the content needs to be checked prior to production/
Perhaps this could be produced on the Murumurunga Marae  each year and become an attraction (There is a small village in Germany that does this and people from around the world travel to it http://www.passion-play.com/pp_history.html).  Alternately it could later be performed at something like the Arts Festival in Auckland or at a concert in the park.  It could also be a performance that may help finance a school touring and performing trip overseas in the future.

In late 2003 a group from Minginui came to Auckland to see Awhi Tapu – a play performed by Taki Rua Productions and written by Albert Belz who once lived in Minginui .  That play portrayed the difficulties faced after milling was stopped, the values of the community and some hope for the future. Perhaps this could be a positive sequel to it showing the internal growth and strength of out tamariki.

Thanks to Albert Belz (ex Minginui) the writer of the play Awhi Tapu, for his advice and support for this sequel production by the local Children and other youth. Time would need to be spent with senior class children and Kaumatua to finalise the content.   Themes:  Courage Growth, Leadership, Nature, Conservation, History, Education and Learning, Technology.

Contact has been made with groups like Taki Rua Productions and the National Drama School to see if some of their members / students would like to work with and mentor the tamariki of Te Kura Toitu o Te Whaiti Nui-a-Toi  and Whanau Support Youth Group with this production, perhaps over the summer or other school holiday period.  This would need most of the senior children to be largely available over this period, and partly the juniors as the final performance would be another “whole school” one.   There is Arts funding available to support this kind of initiative from Fringe / arts festival for their performances. Whakatane DC, TPK, Maori Language Commission, but this needs to be applied for early.

The external actors may initially take some of the lead roles for the first performance, to be role models as the tamariki build up skills and confidence to take them over.

External actors:

Strong male dancer ( pref Maori)  – Toi, and others who visit, conquer etc

Expressive woman dancer (pref Maori) – Hineruarangi,  birds, dolphins 

Two Hollywood Film director / cameraman / crew (may be Pakeha) 

School Kapahaka teachers to help in that area?

Multimedia / Pinnacle Guru to help students put the video storyline together  

Some children would prepare to be backups for the pro actors, so the kura could repeat the performance anywhere after the events.

With the school merge underway it is appreciated that this would have to happen almost totally independently of the school, teachers / BOT activity.  We would therefore need the full support of all the school children, their parents, Kaumatua and the marae for this to proceed.

Here are some ideas for the possible storyline with some references to information sources I have dug up most of which are at the kura too.

	
	Stream 1 ( drama)


	Stream 2  ( Film Crew)
	3 ( Multimedia)
	4 Dancing in support)

	
	Drama / dance / kapahaka

(All in Maori with all children, plus the actors in visitor roles)


	Hollywood Movie Team

(Commentary in English  overlooking scene to give continuity and a  commentary to the programme)
	Producing their production  a Multimedia / Newsdesk

(Reflections into today pulling out news items, reflections etc to parallel storyline/ history and to provide subtitles etc for Maori korero / kapahaka as appropriate)


	Kaitiaki Dancing

( reflection of the mood and and visions for the future portrayed in dance and dialog by a bird sometimes  supported by her offspring - the youngest children)

Connections with nature eg birds, whales, dolphins

	
	
	Introduction to the movie shoot.  Why  they chose Te Whaiti Nui-a-Toi.
	Images of the place

The lifeforce formed by the marriage of the Maunga Tuwatawata and Maoerangi, carried to the world by the Whirinaki.
	

	
	Separation sky / earth


	(Children of Tane collaborating to let the light into their world)
	Images from today of the forests of Tane  dying, destroyed by pests and man.
	

	
	Maui slowing the sun


	(arrogant courageous - doing the things that everyone else thought was impossible)
	Images from today of  ozone holes, cancer, pollution undoing it
	

	
	Exploring  from Hawaiki

sinking canoe as protection during storms – just sitting them out and letting them pass)

Emulating the birds - food to stock up for the journey

The crossing of stars signals the time to start

The Steering Oar
	Tell of the sailing prowess, technology and navigation skills connections with the stars, birds currents

Food before departing  (Song of W p 73)

Song of Waitaha p 71

Shared Leadership on the (canoes Song of W P 70-74)
	Images of sea and America’s Cup  Waka ama Ocean Sailing technology

( see America’s Cup Tape)

Compare to food used in extreme sports today – carbohydrate loading – energy sugars.)


	Ancestresses the birds who were the leaders of early expeditions Dancing and leading the canoe

	
	Following the dolphins  in the currents  

Fishing using the mussels from a trailed rope 
	They sense, sight , sound, temperatures, pressures, internal compass, and maps to find the rivers that flow in the ocean and thus save them swimming / paddling. 


	Dolphin shots

Snip to oyster farming ( as if it was a new thing!!)
	Dancing dolphins

	
	Paddling  the currents to the place of turmoil where they join


	Guided by the whales through the turbulence where the ocean’s rivers join and split ( the whirlpools help them dive down)

(Song of Waitaha P 76)  Calling with Young whale distress sounds so that the  adult whales straddle the canoe to protect it
	Whale shots,

Science of whirlpools. Chaos etc Film shots of seas joining and boiling at Cape Reinga ( see video Tipu Ake and Kaitiakitanga in action)
	Diving whales

Whales accompanying  and guarding the wake through the turmoilwaka

	
	Transporting the taonga – kumura seed strapped under the womens breasts for the gardens on arrival
	Care of the seed stock that was to become their livelihood in the new land

(Song of Waitaha P 136)
	Images of gardens
	Guarding the seed  their foodsource from season to season

	
	Marangaranga dances planting and caring for growth and living with the earth in balance.

Young children moving insects from plants
	The stick insect, the lizard, spinning top, kites, kiore and kowhai flower give them signals where, when and how to plant

(Song of Waitaha p166-178

The raupo became cultivated as the building insulating wind-fence material 
	Images of gardens the role of men women and children

Raupo r windbreaks

Weaving and platting
	Flying with the kites in the wind. And other signs from nature

Children transferring the Kaitiaki insects freom plant to plant

	
	A peaceloving, people who settled their disagreements without weapons 

An inclusive,  society where diversity and growth is celebrated
	(See Tuhoe P 128)

Focus on learning and the power of the mind.  Children are Taonga and the future

(Song of Waitaha p 133)
	Switch to images of Parihaka, Maungapohatu Hikoi and other peaceful actions

Maybe Ganadi and Nelson Mandela images too
	Gaves and rituals used to resolve conflict

	
	Visitors from the coast come with fish and return with a waka made  from Whirinaki Totara
	Trading between groups and the concept of Koha  trading food for knowledge skill and produce.

(Song of Waitaha p 147)
	
	Arrival of the trading peoples and the gifting of Koha

	
	Learning in the Whirinaki Wharewananga

A scared place.
	The wise take Lessons from life and nature p247
	Spiders web etc on last bush visit Video Kaitiakitanga 1.
	Passing knowledge to group

	
	The story of Toi reaching Aotearoa while searching for his grandson Whaotonga
	
	Images of young people in sailing races, Lake Aniwhenua and the waka ama and America’s Cup boats / performance
	Toi searching fo r Waatonga

	1150
	Toi visits Marangaranga at Whirinaki and shares much with them, learning from each other
	. He  falls in love with the foods of the Forest to get the name Toi  kai rakau.
	Images of bush and food
	Dancing gleefully

	
	The daughter of Toi on her death is sent as a shag  to the Te Whaiti Nui –a-Toi canyon where she is the Kaitiaki of the Marangaranga / people their knowledge and their values
	Values (now under threat by more colonization by Polynesians escaping overcrowding)

Hineruarangi (a name that has been passed down from an ancestress 12 generations before Toi)


	
	Dual Love affair and tragic death of Hineruarangi

Dance of Hineruarangi

	
	The arrival of the Mataatua canoe and the women who beacames as a man to bring it ashore at Whakatane
	
	Images of Kura Children welcoming cruise ships during America’s Cup

(off tapes)
	

	
	Marangaranga embraces Colonising tribes
	Ike the Inca’s a people that embrace new blood are never really conquered.
	
	

	
	Invasion by Whare Pakau and his nephew Tangiharuru  kills Marangaranga chief Haeana and his son Rangi-ahua   Absorbed to become Ngatiwhare and Ngatimanawa  

(Te Whaiti 1950)

Destruction of food sources and gardens
	Commentary in English

Start of Ngati Whare
	Fire and destruction
	Warning dances

	1670- 1850
	In no- mans land between strong fighting tribes Ngati Whare moved out but always return
	Many stories of turmoil 1670-1850

(Tuhoe Elsden Best p 116)

p404- 
	Image bouncing back (Marangaranga)
	Dancing sadly 

	
	Europeans arrive and bring the guns, iron tools horses, pigs, grass seed etc and the  potato with them
	Cooks visit in 1769 

Tuhoe p 553 on
	Cut to Iraq and other crisis spots today
	

	1840
	Treaty of Waitangi signed
	
	
	

	Jan 1 1842
	Colenso visits Ruatahuna
	
	
	

	1847- 53
	Missionary Preece  established a mission station at Te Whaiti Te Whaiti and Ngati whare build a schoolroom out of Raupo and learn to write with burnt sticks on Rangiora leaves.
	
	Song changes to European hymns (cut to black and white)
	

	1865
	Hau Hau uprising. Warning by Ngatiwhare Chiefs that the Pakeha want to take their lands

Ngatiwhare send warriors to help other iwi in land wars. 
	
	
	Flights of warning

Many lost to the musket

	
	Ngatiwhare hospitality offered to Te Kooti who stands on Murumurunga Marae and  predicts that their lands will be taken from them
	Branded as collaborators
	
	

	1 Mzy 1869
	Government troops raid by night at Ahi-Kereru and Harema Pas,  Te Whaiti killing leadersMatiu, and three other old men, and taking 50 prisoners  destroying pas and crops

Te Tuhi and Te Whatanui escape the pa . Te Tuhi was fired on and he responded  with a  sign of contempt (Assumed a brown eye) 

(Tuhoe p 616 on ) 

Wives and children led in line as  prisoners to Matata

Later men return to their captive wives and children at Matata taking a famous greenstone patu Hau-kapua as a tatou pounamu, or sign of enduring peace

(Tuhoe p664)

On there return, The bones of those killed were deposited in a cave at Manga-mate.


	
	Shots of  soldiers in Iraq Afghanistan, Ruatoki etc
	Dancing sadly above scene

	1880
	Ngatiwhare ask government for a school and gift land at Poukura for it, but buildings were slow coming so built their own raupo huts to allow missionary teachers to start. (Te Whaiti 1950 )
	
	Shots of today’s schools
	

	1883
	Te Kooti orders a meeting in Te Whaiti  which results in the carved house being built on Murumurunga by tuhoe and Ngatiwhare.

(Tuhoe p 663)

Te Kooti prophesies that all the land seen from this marae will soon be lost


	
	Images of Whare

Panarama from Marae


	

	1895
	Road from Galatea via Te Whaiti to Ruatahuna started. 

A Tuhoe armed party  marched to turn back a survey party at Ngaputahi  under Mr J Phillips, but decided to leave their guns at Tarapounamu  

( Tuhoe p 667)
	This is work for Ngati Whare - now more dependent on European money and resources
	Images comparing building today’s roads with machinery
	

	1898
	Government establishes a Post Office, Store (run by Elsden Best) and a Police Station at Te Whaiti. Work offered on roading schemes
	Governmant confiscates land to pay for wars, surveying, roading and rates.
	
	

	?
	Maori land court established in Te Whaiti further assisted in the alienation of a now impoverished people from the land that sustained them.  Growing dependency on European income sources.
	Divide and conquer tactics to split hapu.   Get a claim from anyone to start a process that the others must pay with their land  to fight 
	Images of land court building ( existing on Waikotikoti. 
	

	1905
	First car visits Te Whaiti
	
	
	

	
	Rua Kenana establishes his peaceful self contained community at Maungapohatu  Te Whaiti people angry as the Policeman leaves to serve notice on him (The CM Urewera Notebook 1907)
	
	Photos of Maungapohatu
	

	1907
	Catherine Mansfield visits Te Whaiti and records her impressions (including above) I The Urewera Notebook.
	
	Catch her reflections / photos
	

	1918
	First telephone connection with Murupara - ICT
	Start of technology to counter isolation
	Party line exchange
	

	1928 


	First mill established in Te Whaiti. ( Te Whaiti 1950)

Government starts milling on land it has acquired, Ngatiwhare offered work in the forests and mills
	
	Forestry milling pictures

Whirinaki angry and in flood and dirty due to defroestation
	Angry dancing

	1935
	Farming established in the valley including Te Whaiti Nui–a-Toi Maori Agricultural School established -  boys from around the country learnt skills for use on their land.
	
	Images of farming
	

	1948
	Government build Minginui, a model village to support the many from elsewhere who arrived to support the milling operations ( 8 saw mills operate in the valley)
	
	Images of mill and village


	

	1950’s
	Milled land is re-planted in pine forest giving work 
	
	
	

	1950 
	Te Whaiti 1950 published by school and community- a social commentary on the time.
	
	
	

	1950’s
	English is the only language at Te Whaiti School. Any students speaking Maori were strapped
	
	
	

	
	Protests against native milling by Environmentalists David Bellamy. Ed Hillary, Ian McDonald photographer) and many others, was widely opposed by locals whose livelihood was based on State exploitation of the native forest.
	
	Shots of protests David Bellamy, Ed Hillary etc

Roadblocks stop protesters  TVNZ footage etc.
	

	
	Native Milling stopped and the remaining Whirinaki Forest preserved as DOC estate. 
	
	Scenes of opening Forest Park
	Dancing by all the birds in the forest

	
	Privatisation of forestry operations - with out of town contractors and  mechanization left local community with little income.
	
	Privatisation market force images


	

	
	Most people left Te Whaiti and most remaining in Minginui village were unemployed. (This is the image captured in Awhi Tapu which below the poverty found whanau, Ohu and visions of hope).
	
	Raumati - the abandoned child  lost in the migration to the city
	

	1994
	Education Review Office find Te Whaiti school failing. Closure avoided by local community who decide to take its destiny into their hands
	
	Shots of regulations and procedures and insidious negativity “ You are not doing things right”
	

	1999
	ERO inspectors only need to stay for 2 days!

Successes at Kura
	
	Shots from Holmes show

Images of Children on their activities


	Dance Guiding inspectors around the Kura

	2000
	This success Inspires the Tipu Ake ki te Ora Lifecycle (growing from within) which is shared with the world (www.tipuake.org.nz)
	
	Graphics of tree growing with poisons, pests and birds.
	

	2001
	Community decides to merge Te Whaiti and Minginui Schools as Te Whaiti Nui-a-Toi Kura
	Marriage frustrated for almost three years by Government regulations and argument

“ Single School with 9 km driveway”
	Images of schools and people merging
	Dance of frustration

	2002
	Schools chosen to perform for Team NZ and international media at America’s Cup
	
	Shots of event
	

	2003/4
	School and community starts its Kaitiakitanga project to capture, preserve record and share the Whirinaki Forest and all their cultural Taonga. 
	
	Image of Kaumatua and children in bush
	

	2004
	Jan 30 Opening of merged school Te Kura Toitu o Te Whaiti Nui-a-Toi.
	
	Images
	

	
	Children sing Te Whaiti Nui-a-Toi mihi / action song to acknowledge guests.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Compiled by Peter Goldsbury pgoldsbury@stratex.co.nz  ph (09) 445 4454
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